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Meetings: 

 

There will be a Comprehensive Plan Committee Meeting tonight in the Learning Gallery starting 

at 6:00 p.m.  The focus will be on housing, development, neglected buildings, and other related 

items. 

 

On Tuesday, May 7th at 6:30 p.m. we will continue to review the proposed FY 2020 budget with 

the Public Works Department and Hatch Hill, Central Garage and Engineering bureaus. 

 

A  City Council Informational Meeting will take place on Thursday, May 9, 2019, beginning at 

6:30 p.m. in Council Chambers. Agendas are included in your Council Packets. 

 

Other Items:  

 

Folks have been inquiring about when we will hold a grand re-opening and ribbon-cutting 

ceremony for the soon to be completed Hartford Fire Station project. I am advised that the 

remaining work necessary to reoccupy and reopen (finish pavement, installation of furnishings, 

completion of punch list items, etc.) will be done over the next 30 days. We will announce the 

time and date of the ceremonial opening within the next couple of weeks.  

 

One of Council’s 2019 Goals is to have staff prepare a white paper on “the possibility of the City 

developing its own broadband service”. Staff, led by IT Director Fred Kahl, has reviewed this 

matter and Fred has authored the attached report (the “white paper”) discussing the issue. I have 

placed an item on this week’s informational agenda to have discussion on the topic. 

 

Also on Thursday’s agenda is an update on the preliminary work being done regarding the 

proposed new police station. Our consulting architects and engineers will be present to discuss 

where we are at this point. (Our work has continued to focus on the viability of three sites: the 

parking area adjacent to the existing building; the former YMCA site and properties near it that 

together meet the minimum parcel size requirements; and the former Apgar warehouse at the 

corner of Water and Laurel streets.) Early indications from conversation I’ve had with the State’s 

historic preservation office suggest that it would not be possible to use historic tax credits to 

convert the existing warehouse to a police station because of the amount of substantial interior 

demolition and structural changes that would be needed for the change of use. That would mean 

that to use that site the property would have to be acquired from the current owner and then 

demolished. We are still awaiting the appraisal we’ve commissioned to prepare a cost estimate of 

that. We expect that the cost of acquisition and demolition of the properties associated with the 

old Y site would significantly exceed the warehouse site.  
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Our goal remains to develop sufficient information to allow you to make an informed decision 

about a preferred site and sound cost estimate for total project costs so as to be able to put the 

question on the upcoming November ballot. 

 

City Attorney Kristin Collins and Matt Nazar have collaborated on the enclosed revised 

proposed zoning ordinance language dealing with the regulation of medical marijuana 

caregivers. The latest changes to the proposed language or the Land Use Ordinance are in green.  

For Licensing the new language is in red. 

 

Also, on a related matter, there is a proposed set of medical marijuana business licensing 

regulations presented for discussion Thursday evening that eventually should be adopted in 

conjunction with the companion zoning regulations. Those proposed regulations are enclosed as 

well.      

 

Finally, there will be a discussion of Home Occupations.  This item is coming back to the 

Council from the Planning Board after being sent to them by the Council.  The Planning Board 

recommendation did not include the allowance of Medical Marijuana Caregivers as a Home 

Occupation, but based on the Informational discussion two weeks ago, staff has included some 

language that might allow this use in limited circumstances, as a delivery-only operation, if the 

Council wishes to move in that direction. 

 

C: Department and Bureau Directors 

 Legislative Delegation   


